





“It takes a team work to make a dream work”.

Rev. Fr. Peter Omogo

Tom Bart — Fish Fry Director, Rev. Fr. Peter Omogo and Treasure John Robillard accepting the trophy.

WZZM TV 13 in Grand Rapids, announced that St. James won
15t Place in the West Michigan Fish Fry Frenzy.
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On Friday, April 2, 2021, ABC’'s WZZM TV 13 in Grand Rapids, announced that St. James had won
1°t Place in the West Michigan Fish Fry Frenzy.

The St. James Lenten Fish fry has been a part of the St. James parish for well over 35 years. Back when it
started, it was led by parishioners and served maybe 100 — 200 people per night in the church
basement. At that time the Fish Fry helped to financially support the St. James Catholic School and did
so for many years. The Fish Fry has since moved out of the basement and into the new church hall.

For roughly the last decade, the Fish Fry has been led the Knights of Columbus, Our Lady of White Lake
Council 12985. It retains the name of “St. James” Fish Fry because the volunteers are KC members,
Knights Auxiliary, St. James's parishioners and members of the community. This is a dedicated group of
people who come back every year, take up their positions, and deliver another year of good fish dinners.

In recent years, prior to the COVID pandemic, St. James has served as many as 1,003 dinners on a Friday
night, which included take-out dinners.

The Fish Fry revenue supports many charities, including: LOVE Inc, No More Sidelines, White Lake Food
Pantry, Helping Hands Food Pantry, Holy Cross Children’s Services, White Lake Giving Tree, Right to Life,
Muskegon Pregnancy Services, St. Mary’s of the Woods Baby Pantry, Prison and Jail Ministry, John Loss
Seminarian Fund, Catechism for High School Graduates, Parish Youth Programs and many more.

Tom Bart is our current Fish Fry Director. Tom and his wife Carol order all the supplies, coordinate all of
the help and with the help of Knight John Horning, ensure the electronic payment system is working.
Tom took over this responsibly about 4 years ago and is the right person for the task. He has a business
sense of how to operate the Fish Fry, and he works well with his volunteer crew - which he fondly calls
his “Fish Friers”. His wife Carol is the computer, books, internet, and email manager. She and Tom have
written a Fish Fry procedure, to ensure a good hand-off to the next Fish Fry director someday.

Last year’s Fish Fry was cut short due to the COVID pandemic in March 2020. We served dinners at only
three Lenten Fridays and the last 3 dinners were cancelled due to COVID. This really reduced our annual
revenue stream. Therefore, it was especially important that we have a successful Fish Fry in 2021.

Tom formed a planning committee and quickly realized this Fish Fry was going to be an outdoor “Curb-
side” pickup. To do this, communication was sent out to the community to place fish dinner orders
online with a designated ‘pick-up’ time. Tom set up a team to monitor and control traffic in the parking
lot. He had ‘runners’ who would bring the fish dinners out to the customers in their cars.

The first two weeks were a challenge because cars were backed up on the road, in a “waiting in line”.
Our Worthy Treasurer John Robillard suggested that we redirect customers down to the St. James



cemetery driveway and direct them up to the church from there. Brandon Parsons, who is a Knight, and
a Whitehall Police Officer, was put in charge of setting up signs and cones and controlling traffic on the
cemetery drive and church parking lot. This kept the cars from backing up on the road and eased the
concerns of the local police department. Many other adjustments were made to keep up with customer
demand and to deliver “Curb-side” meals efficiently. By the third week the “Curb-side” Fish Fry was
running like a well-oiled machine.

Our PGK John Duff is our communications director. He published the Fish Fry on our church website and
Facebook. The fish fry was also advertised in the church bulletin. PGK Steve Nagengast put Fish Fry
advertising in the White Lake Beacon, our local newspaper.

Our priest, Rev. Fr. Peter Omogo, is one of our best supporters. He will often ask one of the KC
members at Mass, each weekend, how many dinners we sold on Friday night. Fr. Peter will suggest to
the that the congregation invite a friend or two to come to our next fish fry. Each weekend Fr. Peter can
be heard setting a new goal of dinners to be sold for the upcoming Friday.

The number of dinners sold during Lent of 2021 started out low, but the numbers quickly increased.

Friday, Feb 12 = 360 dinners
Friday, Feb 19 = 575 dinners
Friday, Feb 26 = 636 dinners
Friday, Mar 05 = 596 dinners
Friday, Mar12 = 624 dinners
Friday, Mar19 = 649 dinners
Friday, Mar26 = 735 dinners
Total = 4,175

The rest is history. The proceeds of our fish fry greatly exceeded my expectations.

Our customers come back every year because they can see the dedication in our team of “Fish Friers”, to
visit with friends and to enjoy a good meal. They come back because our fish dinners are the best.

Our Rev. Fr. Peter Omogo says that, “It takes a team work to make a dream work”.

That is what happened here. A team of loyal “Fish Friers” came together, with good leadership, to pull
off another successful fish fry. The revenue generated helps us to do Gods work in supporting his
priests, church, our community, and people near and far.

GK Gary Greiner

The following are articles and pictures that sum up our 2021 St. James Fish Fry.



An on-line Fish Fry order instruction and menu.
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An excerpt from a White Lake Beacon article.

“We have online ordering, and it's all computerized,” Tom Bart, fish fry leader for the Knights of
Columbus, said. “You just go online with your charge card and order. Then, when you come
here, we park you at a designated post. Text us to tell us where you are, and we bring your
food out to you. We have volunteer runners that are really running to get your food. That's how
it's set up differently, and it's a hard job. It's really hard changing from what we've been doing

for 28 years.”

A test run was done last week, and everything went fine, Bart said. He added that 100% of the
proceeds get distributed to those in need. All told, more than a dozen local charities will benefit

from the weekly event which runs from 4:30 to 7 p.m. every Friday through the end of March.















Knights of Columbus at St. James Catholic Church in Montague to
offer Lenten curbside pick-up fish fry dinners.

e Feb 2, 2021 Updated Feb 16, 2021

Every Friday through March 26, curbside pick-up fish fry dinners will be available at St. James Catholic
Church, 5149 Dowling St. in Montague. The curbside pick-up hours will be from 4:30-7 p.m. and the cost
is $13 for adult meals. There are no kids meal this year. Fish choices include freshwater perch,
freshwater walleye, breaded farm raised shrimp, combos perch/shrimp and walleye/shrimp. Each dinner
also includes a baked potato or French fries, coleslaw or applesauce, dinner role and dessert. Extra

pieces: walleye $3, perch $2 and shrimp are two for $3.

Place your orders by calling 231-292-9005. Visa, Mastercard and Discover credit cards are accepted.

Please make checks payable to K of C 12895.

The fish fry dinners are hosted by the Knights of Columbus Council 12985 and their auxiliary

organization. Charity is the foremost principle of the Knights and the auxiliary.

All of the profits raised from the fish fry dinners will be directed to charitable causes including Special
Olympics, LOVE Inc, No More Sidelines, White Lake Food Pantry, Helping Hands Food Pantry, Holy
Cross Children’s Services, White Lake Giving Tree, Right To Life, Muskegon Pregnancy Services, St.
Mary’s of the Woods Baby Pantry, Prison and Jail Ministry, John Loss Seminarian Fund, Catechism for

High School Graduates and Parish Youth Programs.






GK Gary Greiner presenting Tom and Carol Bart a Certificate of Appreciation for
their leading our Fish Fry. (The certificate was signed by all their “Fish Friers”).




The following pictures were taken at our Fish Fry by: Rosemary Greiner, Jennifer Beatty, and
John Luttrull. Thank you.




























Grand Knight Gary Greiner directing traffic from the road up though the
St. James “Mount Calvary” cemetery and up to the Fish Fry at church.
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